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recent tigturbances in Iran have acain fecused inter- 
micicna. attention on the Kurds and raised questions about 
SOVLAT Support fer Kurdish sesaratism. Asproximately 10-15 
million Kurds inkebit the mountainous terrain that Spans the 
soréers cf-Turkey, Iraq, Iran, Syria, and the USSR. The 
LATGaSt segment--about 5 million--lives in Turkey; the 
cmailest--akout 100,009--in Sovier Armenia. Most of these 
sarrccely independent tribesmen are clustered in small villages 
adGciing the gerub-covered hills of traditional Kurdestan 
(saa map}, Sut growing numbers--espaciaily in. Iraq and 
Turkey--Rave been attracted by the relative affluence in Cie? 
tafe anc foined che urban work ferce. In Iraq, many have 
meen resettied in sovernment-built villeces where the army 
anc Saturity forces can better monitor their activities, 
whieh craditionaliy have included gun-running, smuggling, 
RAG sata 7 Sees 

Historically, a change of gsolitical climate in any of 
“nea countries containing significant Kurdish minorities has 
sec to shifts in the focus of Kurdish activities there. And 
cespite the various tribal and ideological divisions among 
one Kuordcs themselves, develosrents in one country nave tended 
tS affect the Kurs Living in neicghboring states. in the 
2320'S anc 1939's, Kurds in Turkey launched larse uprisings 
against the secularist and centralizing drives of Ataturk, 
claiming the richt of seif-determination and statehood prom- 
isec by the Treaty of Sevres in 1920. Since then, Iraq has 
been sore of 2OCGal “sola. 


“mn the 1926's and i940's, the influential Barzani tribe 
revoited acainst the Iraqi Government. Baghdad, wit 
BriS.Sh aic, cut ¢cown the cevolt. ‘In 1943, the Late Molla 
Mustafa Barzani fled to Iran, where in 1945 Kurds Ceclared a 
Xurcish People's Besubliic in Xurdestan grovince. With the 
call of the reoubliic in 1945, Barzani took refuge in the USSR. 

a2 Hucss in iraq remained relatively quiet entil 1958, 
WRAS Tha Tall of the Iraqi menarchy rekindled the dream of 
Kurcdiah seift-rule. The new sovernment, headed by Gan. Abdul 
Facim al-Fassem and aided by the USSR, pardoned che Barzani 
Burda amd sercritead Malla Mistasa Sarzani +o zcuturn. This 
truce was short-lived, hows x, and in L961 Barzani once 
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GS SRG BaatnesSes 0s UG Tense IG ts Pe seeasases Sussore for 
eho Soriighk case =acerced..sif screwset.. - in acd ction, 
MOScSwW Eecan £5 stissely Sh6@ ASi= Segice With ares on. .2 
eelativec; latsce cseale,.. -TRESSSHScS (fhe cive-vyear Arise 
rule, Moacow inched closer ans cioser to Baghdad and paid 
correspondingly less need ts she Zurds. 
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tuy) when the Saatnists retcermed to sower in 19668, 
Mescow' Ss WOSKILnS Tela Sicnshis wick. S2ackcad ‘continvuec -€o 
(eprove=-—essecial i? with the formation of the United Front 
Govetmmcenct; weich 2n¢clecec the irae: .commcnists.: Tre 
Kurdish questicn was not aiicwed to endanger state-to- 
atate ties. Althouch Pravda cn October 3, 1368, defended 
sha Kurdigh fight. oc peeater attecasey as “t3st" and the 
following serving inssctecd shat any arcs ezven Isac were not 
©o be used against the Hucdcs, Seviet supecrt for the Zures 
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evaocrated with the siqning cf a Soviet-Iragi Eriencshi 
treaty in i372. Barzani came so dcesend mere and more on 
vthme Shah. By i975, Moscow was ¢ési n 

Rurés in Ttraq. 


wee 


_ 
ad Tw a> 
g *O Sel a 


-- -€C) Indeed, the entire Xurdish questicn seemed moot as 
far.as the USSR was concerned until the fail of the Shah. 
Thereupon, many of the Murdisk leaders, including velal 


Talebani, who kad contacts with the Seviets in the past, 
returned to iran. Furthermore, the Tudeh Party, the Soviet- 
recocnized. isaniag communist carty, is heavily Rurcish in 
‘composition: one of its centers of strencth is in Iranian 
Kurdestan. 


. (C) Sespite clains i a sh press that the 
Soviets are arrlifting arms *3 oh ucds in iran, there is 
no evidence that the Savi AvT@ currentiy aiding the Kurds 


ec eB 
anywhere. Soviet media, esseciaily the clandestine radio 
stations, the National ‘Voice of Iran and Bizim Radyo, which 
ig-directed at Turkey, have expressed seme sympathy for 
Kurdish aspiraticnas, Sut Mescow has been careful to dis- 
kance itself from the Furdish separatism. [It stresses that 
re essoaks any Sov toccismerses tran. On aAgesl 13, Sot 
exampie, the NVOt emphasized that the new Islamic resuslic 
would guarantee the cichts cf ali minorities. The aext 
day, Bravda carried a similar messace and deniec that "he 
USSR was in any way connected with national unrest in Iran. 
Soviet resorting on the violence in Kurdestan claimed in 
general that it was che result of insufficient minority 
encwledse of the new government's sclic:es and of CIA 
Seco ioaec. 
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